
Lucile Erwin Middle School an IB World School 

Subject-group overview:  Individuals and Societies Level 2 ( Eastern Hemisphere, Grade 7) 

MYP individuals and societies encourages learners to respect and understand the world around them and equips them with a skills base appropriate for a learner in the 21st century. 
The subject group involves inquiring into historical, contemporary, geographical, political, social, economic, religious, technological and cultural contexts that influence and have an impact on individuals, societies and environments. 

 
Unit Length 
Weeks 

9 weeks 9 weeks 9 weeks 9 weeks 

Unit Name 
 
 

Societal Structures 
Topics 
  Culture  
  Geography 
  Economics 
  Government 

Ancient Civilizations 
 Topics 
   Mesopotamia 
   Egypt 
   Greece 
   Rome 

Global Conflict 
Topics   
   Vikings 
   Middle Ages 
   Crusades 
   Islamic Empire 
   Palestinian-Israeli Conflict  (LDC) 

Civilizations-Success or Failure 
Topics 
     Africa:  colonization, modern society 
     Asia:  Gandhi, modern society 

Standard 
 
 

History 1.2 
Geography 2.1, 2.2 
Civics   3.1, 3.2 
Economics   4.1, 4.2 

History 1.1, 1.2 
Geography 2.1, 2.2 
Civics 3.1 
Economics 4.1, 4.2 

History 1.1, 1.2 
Geography 2.1,2.2 
Civics 3.2 
Economics 4.1, 4.2 

History 1.1, 1.2 
Geography 2.2, 2.3 
Civics 3.2 
Economics 4.1, 4.2 

Key Concepts 
 
 

Systems 
Systems are sets of interacting or interdependent 
components. Systems provide structure and order in 
human, natural and built environments. Systems can be 
static or dynamic, simple or complex. 

Time, place, space 
The intrinsically linked concept of time, space, and place 
refers to the absolute or relative position of people, objects, 
and ideas.  Time, place, and space focused on how we 
construct and use our understanding of location ("where" 
and "when")  
 

Global interactions 
focuses on the connections among individuals and 
communities, as well as their relationships with built and 
natural environments, from the perspective of the world 
as a whole.  
 

Global Interactions 
focuses on the connections among individuals and 
communities, as well as their relationships with built and 
natural environments, from the perspective of the world 
as a whole.  
 

Related Concepts Economics:  Model 
Models are simplified simulations of certain aspects of 
the economy. Models are necessary because the 
complexity of a real economy makes it difficult to 
control the necessary variables in order to run 
experiments. When we construct economic models, we 
face the challenges of accounting for the complexity of 
the real economy and the fact that the behaviour of 
human beings can be unpredictable. 
History: Governance 
Governance refers to mechanisms and processes that 
regulate authority in a given organization. It can apply 
to state and non-state institutions. Throughout time,  
people have organized governments in order to meet 
the needs of communities and individuals. Groups have 
created institutions and processes that have many forms 
and functions. Monarchies, republics, tribes, 
parliaments, presidents, dictators: these and other 
patterns of rule express a range of human values and 
reflect varied understandings of history and culture. At 
the heart of governance are questions about the 
distribution of resources, the making of laws, and the 
balance of power between individuals and the 
communities in which they live.  Democratic 
governments are accountable to the people who choose 
them. 
Geography: Culture 
Culture helps shape, define and guide civilizations and 
individuals and it influences the relationship between 
them and the environment. Cultures are constituted by 
learned behaviours and values shared by groups and 
transmitted through socialization. Geographers study 
cultural traits of places in terms of language, customs, 

Economics:  Trade 
Trade is the exchange of goods and services between the 
various participants in an economy. When people are 
allowed to trade freely, including across national  
borders, overall wealth usually grows. However, the gains 
from this increase in wealth may not be distributed equally. 
Trade can be limited by various factors including, but not 
limited to: war and terrorism, natural disasters, government  
regulations and taxes, control of markets by monopoly 
firms, and actions by workers such as strikes. 
 
Geography:  Culture 
Culture helps shape, define and guide civilizations and 
individuals and it influences the relationship between them 
and the environment. Cultures are constituted by learned 
behaviours and values shared by groups and transmitted 
through socialization. Geographers study cultural traits of 
places in terms of language, customs, beliefs, dress, 
images, music, food and technology. Units that explore the 
related concept of culture could include issues of cultural 
diffusion, cultural  
contestation, and the process of consumerism. 
 
History:  Causality(cause/consequence) 
Causality is the relationship between cause and effect and 
the internal and external factors that influence this 
relationship. In history, a cause is something that gives rise 
to an action, event, phenomenon, or condition. A 
consequence is a result or an effect of an action, 
phenomenon or condition. Causes and consequences are 
often examined together in relation to a specific event, 
phenomenon or time period, particularly over the “short 
term” and “long term”. The problem of “multiple causality” 

History: Conflict 
 Conflict can develop from inequalities in distribution of 
power and may manifest itself in many forms: protracted 
disagreements or arguments; prolonged armed struggles; 
clashes of opposing feelings or needs; serious 
incompatibilities between two or more opinions, principles, 
or interests. Historians study conflict between  
individuals and societies over time and across place and 
space, and they also examine how conflicts can be sources 
of continuity and catalysts for change. 
 
Economics:  Equity 
Equity involves concerns about fairness and justice. A 
major issue of equity is that of distribution of an economy’s 
products. Those who have more income and  
wealth are able to consume more products, and if 
differences in consumption are large enough, extremes of 
inequity or unfairness may result. What constitutes a fair  
or equitable distribution of consumption is a question for 
debate. 
 
Geography: Power 
Power of individuals and of groups can be defined as a 
capacity to make things happen. Within geography, the 
balance of power can be considered in terms of physical 
processes, such as the power of erosion versus deposition. 
The balance of power is also significant in terms of human 
development and interaction—the relative power of 
government, transnational corporations, multilevel 
government organizations, civil society organizations and 
the rights of individual communities and citizens. MYP 
geography courses should seek to understand not only how 
people and environments are interlinked with and within 

Economics: Globalization  
Globalization As a related concept, globalization 
encompasses local, national and global repercussions and 
expectations for our “shrinking” world.  Economic 
globalization is the increasing integration of national 
economies so that resources, products and information 
flow more freely across borders. Globalization is an 
ongoing process that can accelerate, slow down, or even be 
reversed. Currently, many arrangements exist between 
countries that increase economic integration to varying 
degrees (that is various types of trading blocs). 
Globalization can be slowed or reversed when 
governments or other groups take actions to limit the 
movement of resources, products or information across 
borders. This can happen for many reasons, including but 
not limited to: war, a desire to protect domestic industries 
or a desire to collect taxes on imports. 
 
History: Governance 
Governance refers to mechanisms and processes that 
regulate authority in a given organization. It can apply to 
state and non-state institutions. Throughout time, people 
have organized governments in order to meet the needs of 
communities and individuals. Groups have created 
institutions and processes that have many forms and 
functions. Monarchies, republics, tribes, parliaments, 
presidents, dictators: these and other patterns of rule 
express a range of human values and reflect varied 
understandings of history and culture. At the heart of 
governance are questions about the distribution of 
resources, the making of laws, and the balance of power 
between individuals and the communities in which they 
live. Democratic governments are accountable to the 



beliefs, dress, images, music, food and technology. 
Units that explore the related concept of culture could 
include issues of cultural diffusion, cultural 
contestation, and the process of consumerism 
 

has also been central to historiography themselves but also how power underpins those 
relationships. 
The concept of power raises the issue of equity and the 
rights of different groups, including gender groups, and the 
rights of indigenous peoples in the competition over 
resources. Competition in geography is the struggle among 
conflicting interests. Competition over resources (land, 
food, timber, water, oil and other energy sources) is central 
to the study of modern-day geography and it raises the 
question of the rights to resources and power over them. 

people who choose them. 

Global Context Personal and cultural expression 
What is the nature and purpose of creative expression? 
 
Students will explore the ways in which we discover 
and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and 
enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 
 
Possible explorations to develop 

• Artistry, craft, creation, beauty 
• Products, systems and  institutions 
• Social constructions of reality; philosophies and 

ways of life; belief systems; ritual and play 
• Critical literacy, languages and linguistic 

systems; histories of ideas, fields and 
disciplines; analysis and argument 

• Metacognition and abstract thinking 
• Entrepreneurship, practice and competency 

Orientation in Space and Time 
What is the meaning of “where” and “when”? 
 
Students will explore personal histories; homes and 
journeys; turning points in humankind; discoveries; 
explorations and migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, 
individuals and civilizations, from personal, local and 
global perspectives. 
 
Possible explorations to develop 
• Civilizations and social histories, heritage, pilgrimage, 

migration, displacement and exchange 
• Epochs, eras, turning points and “big history” 
• Scale, duration, frequency and variability 
• Peoples, boundaries, exchange and interaction 
• Natural and human landscapes and resources 
• Evolution, constraints and adaptation 

Identities and relationships 
Who am I? Who are we? 
 
Students will explore identity; beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human 
relationships including families, friends, communities and 
cultures; what it means to be human. 
 
Possible explorations to develop 
• Competition and cooperation; teams, affiliation and 

leadership 
• Identity formation; self-esteem; status; roles and role 

models 
• Personal efficacy and agency; attitudes, motivation, 

independence; happiness and  the good life 
• Physical, psychological and  social development; 

transitions; health and well-being; lifestyle choices 
• •  Human nature and human dignity; moral 

reasoning and  ethical judgment; consciousness and  
mind 

Fairness and development 
What are the consequences of our common humanity? 
 
What are the consequences of our common humanity? 
Students will explore rights and responsibilities; the 
relationship between communities; sharing finite resources 
with other people and with other living things; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution. 
 
Possible explorations to develop 

• Democracy, politics, government and civil society 
• Inequality, difference and inclusion 
• Human capability and development; social  
• entrepreneurs 
• Rights, law, civic responsibility and the public 

sphere 
• Justice, peace and conflict management 
• Power and privilege 
• Authority, security and freedom 
• •  Imagining a hopeful future 

Criterion objectives/strand 
assessment task 
 

Criterion A:   
-use a range of terminology in context 
-demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject 
specific content and concepts through description, 
explanations, and examples. 
 
Criterion D: 
-analyze concepts, issues, models, visual 
representations and or theories. 

Criterion A:  
use a range of terminology in context 
-demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject 
specific content and concepts through description, 
explanations, and examples. 
 
Criterion C: 
-communicate information and ideas in a way that is 
appropriate for the audience and purpose 
 

Criterion B: 
- satisfactorily addresses the research question 
- uses methods to collect and record appropriate information 
   in line with the research question 
 
Criterion D: 
- structures information according to task instructions 
- communicates information and ideas in a style that       
is appropriate to the audience and purpose 

Criterion B: 
- satisfactorily addresses the research question 
- uses methods to collect and record appropriate 
information 
   in line with the research question 
 
Criterion C: 
-communicate information and ideas in a way that is 
appropriate for the audience and purpose 
 

ATL Skill 
 
 

Communication 
Self-management 

Research 
Thinking 

Communication 
Research 

Thinking 
Social 

LDC Unit?  Yes or No 
 
Type of Writing (paragraph, essay, etc.) 
 
 

No Yes, scr.  unit test Yes, essay Yes, scr.  district assessment 

 


