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What’s in a name? 
 

Erwin Middle School is named for Lucile Erwin who was a physical education teacher and counselor in 
Thompson R2J for thirty-eight years before retiring in 1983.  Lucile was born in Longmont on April 2, 
1913 and was raised on a farm southeast of Loveland. 

 
While in grade school, Lucile decided that she wanted to teach.  She majored in physical education at the 
University of Colorado.   She taught in Brush, Colorado for two years before beginning a teaching 
assignment in Loveland.  Although Lucile taught physical education at all levels, her work was primarily 
at the junior high level.  Her memories of the kids remain positive.  She says, “I enjoyed that age.  Those 
kids just intrigued me.” 



 
 

 
 

Lucile Erwin Middle School 
An IB World School 

~ 2 ~ 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2004, Erwin became the first Middle School in Thompson R2J School District to become a PBS School. 
 

PBS is a school-wide systems approach to enhancing the education of all students through strategies that 
support positive outcomes academically and behaviorally. 

 
A big part of being a PBS school is having consistent expectations in the classrooms, as well as, in the non- 
classroom areas. Our expectations follow PRIDE, which are stated on the following page. 

 
We have a PBS Team in our school that looks at data, assesses our building’s needs and implements new 
incentives and programs for Erwin. Please check out www.pbis.org or www.cde.state.co.us/pbs for more 
information. 

 

 

http://www.pbis.org/
http://www.cde.state.co.us/pbs
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SUCCESS IN LEARNING FOR SUCCESS IN LIFE 
 

 
 

Homework is important because it benefits students by creating self-disciplined independent 
learners that are better prepared to be successful in life.   Students learn a variety of skills 
while completing homework assignments routinely, thoroughly, accurately, and on time. 
Success in school often depends on successful homework completion, supported by good study 
habits.  The end result is that students will be better prepared to address challenges in life and 
learning. 

 
There are many purposes for doing homework.  Homework reinforces learning that has taken 
place in class.  Students are better prepared in order that they may be successful when taking 
tests and when they encounter future learning opportunities.   Students will have better 
mastery of concepts and skills essential for their current and future success.  Homework helps 
build strong character traits such as self-reliance, self-discipline, perseverance, indomitable 
spirit, responsibility, reliability, and independence. 
 
Homework Request: LEMS Parents/Guardians:  Homework requests. If you are requesting 
work due to short term or long term absences please know that teachers have the choice of 
either giving work upon request, or giving work upon a student’s return. Teachers need to be 
allowed 24 hours for any requests to be fulfilled. Teachers will communicate back with a 
parent who has emailed their request directly to them by either turning in work to the office to 
be picked up, or by communicating that work will be given upon return. 
After 24 hours has passed, the front office person initiating the request will contact home 
indicating that either work is available to be picked up, or that each teacher has communicated 
back that work will be given upon return.  If work is to be given upon return, the student has 
the same number of days to make up the work as the number of days they've been absent. If 
requests are made directly to teachers (and not through the front office), then teachers will 
communicate back to the home within 24 hours in the same way as outlined above. 
 
Thank you, 
Mr. Tim Ridder 
Principal 
Lucile Erwin Middle School 
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SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HOMEWORK PROMOTES THE FOLLOWING: 
Supports the building of independence and self-reliance to improve lifelong study habits; 

reinforces lessons taught – concepts and skills learned; 

introduces new information; 

provides for mastery of learning through practice and repetition; 
properly assigned and properly completed, homework is one of the cornerstones of academic 

success; 
homework is one of the best ways in which students can take responsibility for their own 

learning; 
completing all homework assignments routinely, thoroughly, and accurately is one of the best 

ways that a student can assure his/her success in school; 
successful completion of homework engages the entire family, thereby promoting parent 

involvement in school and their child’s academic success. 
 

ERWIN HOMEWORK GUIDELINES 
 

Erwin teachers will assign homework four days a week (with some exceptions) according to the 
following time allocations: 

6th grade:  60 minutes / daily 
7th grade:  70 minutes / daily 
8th grade:  80 minutes / daily 

Time recommendations are averages. Some students may require more time, others may actually prefer more 
time, and some students may need less time. 
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Homework is essential for academic achievement.  It’s important for the learning community 
of students, parents, and teachers to work together with common goals and expectations for 
high performance.  Our goal is for students to have a successful and rewarding experience at 
Erwin Middle School.  We believe this can be achieved through partnership with the learning 
community. 

 
 
 

TEACHER EXPECTATIONS 
Homework is directly connected to the skill and conceptual development of the learner. 

Homework is purposeful and meaningful. 

Homework will support student progress toward achieving learning standards. 

Homework will be monitored to assure optimal benefit to the student. 
 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 
Homework is an essential component of the educational process, therefore we recommend the 
following: 
Students will be responsible for completing all homework assignments routinely, thoroughly, 

accurately, and timely. 
Students will dedicate the prescribed homework time to successfully complete assignments. 
Students will complete their agenda daily in each class by entering all homework and 

assignments. 
Students will take their agenda home each night for parental signature. 

 
PARENT EXPECTATIONS 

Homework is an essential component of the educational process; therefore we recommend the 
following in order to help the parent stay abreast of the child’s performance in school: 

Encourage growth in academic independence and responsibility by openly valuing high 
performance on homework. 

Provide an appropriate environment for studying. 

Check your child’s agenda and sign the signature page. 

Routinely talk with your child about their progress in school. 

Follow student progress by accessing Infinite Campus Parent Portal. 
Please check your Portal account for any fees assigned to your  
student. All fee are due by  the first Monday of October. 

 
 
 

Thank you for your support in helping your student to achieve academic excellence. 
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Attendance 
Every day is an important day at Erwin Middle 
School.  Good school attendance is important to  
the  student’s  success  at  middle  school. 
Colorado State Law requires students to attend 
school every day that it is in session except on 
those   occasions   when   the   school   has   been 
notified  that  the  student  is  ill,  has  a  family 
emergency, or has a pre-arranged absence.  

 
6 absences  (excused or unexcused): 
A first attendance letter will be sent. 
A meeting with school personnel may be 

required. 

An attendance contract may be required. 

10 absences (excused or unexcused): 
A second attendance letter will be sent. 
Absences will now only be excused for medical 

reasons. This means students must be excused 
by our health office prior to missing school, or 
students must return with proper 
documentation from medical offices. 

A meeting with school personnel may be 
required. 

An attendance contract may be required. 
Referral to district truancy office and initiation of 

legal proceedings related to truancy may begin. 

 
Dismissal during the School Day 
For any pre-arranged appointment-PLEASE HAVE 
YOUR STUDENT STOP INTO THE OFFICE BEFORE 
SCHOOL on that day & get an Appointment Pass 
(needs to know time being picked up for 
appointment) Your student will show this pass to 
his/her teacher, your student will then be dismissed 
at the time needed to be picked up. This practice will 
GREATLY reduce the number of interruptions to 
classrooms. PLEASE NOTE: We do not accept 
deliveries of balloons, flowers, etc. for a student 
during the day. Please retain such items for your 

student until your student is home from school.   
 
All students are expected to remain at school for the 

entire day.   If a student must leave for an 

appointment, they must: 

1.   Present   a   note   to   the   attendance   office 

before school that day. 

2.   Have a parent/guardian sign the student out 

when they leave. 

3.   Check in with the office when they return. 

 

In an effort to maximize our student body safety, if 
someone other than the parent/guardian is picking 
up a student, a written note signed by the parent is 
necessary.   Anyone signing a student out from 
school before the end of the school day may be 

asked to present an ID before the student will be 

released to him/her.   

 
Illness and Emergency Absences 
Whenever a student is absent from school, a 
parent/guardian   is   asked   to   call   613-7690 
before 9:00 am on the day of the absence.  Notes 
are only required when it has been impossible to 
call the school.   Students will not receive credit 
for work that is missed during an 
unexcused absence. 
 
Prearranged Absences 
Students /or parent can pick up the long-term 
absence form (3+ days of absence) at the 
Attendance window.  This provides the student 
an opportunity to receive some make-up work 
prior to the absence.  Students will need to 
make  up  missing  assignments  (see  policy 
below). 
 
Make-up Work 
It is the student’s responsibility to make up any 
work missed because of an absence or tardy. 
Students will be allowed one day to complete 
missing  work  for  each  day  missed.    In  the 
event of an extended illness, arrangements to 
pick up schoolwork can be made with the front 
desk  by  calling  613-7600.  Twenty-four  hour 
notice is necessary for work requests. Make- 
up work will be left in the main office for parents 
to pick up. 
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Tardies 
School starts promptly at 7:25 am. Generally, 
students   should  plan   to  arrive  at  7:15  am. 
Students who arrive prior to 7:15 will be asked 
to  wait  outside  until  the  morning  bell  rings. 
Please  note: All  students  that  arrive  late 
must report to the office for an admittance 
slip.  Students need to present an excused note 
from a parent at this time. 

 
Unexcused or excessive tardies can result in any 
or all of the following: 
Notification to parents. 

Referral/Detention. 

 
Visitors 
Student visitors will be handled on an individual 
basis through an administrator.   High school 
students may not visit during the school day 
unless an appointment has been arranged with 
an Erwin staff member in advance.  All visitors 
must  report  to  the  Main  Office  to  obtain  a 
visitor’s badge. 

 
Excused Absences 
Exceptions to compulsory attendance are 
excused absences, including the following 
(* Colorado Law): 

 

A student who is temporarily ill or injured or 
whose absence is approved by the 
administrator of the school of attendance.* 

A  student  who  is  absent  for  an  extended 
period due to physical, mental, or emotional 
disability.* 

A student who is pursuing a work-study 
program  under the  supervision of a public 
school.* 

A student who is participating in any school- 
sponsored  activity  or  a  student  who  has 
advance approval by the 

Administration to attend an activity of an 
educational nature. 

A student whose presence in school, on a 
doctor’s written advice, may constitute a 
danger to his or her health or will seriously 
expose other students to a health hazard. 

A student who has a death in his or her 
immediate family. 

A  student  who  must  schedule  a  remedial 
health appointment with a doctor, dentist, or 
other medical advisor. 

A student who is under quarantine. 

A  student  whose  presence  is  required  in 
court. 

A  student  who,  with  advance  approval, 
attends   for   a   minimum   of   one   hundred 
seventy-two days in an independent or 
parochial school which provides a basic 
academic education as defined in state law.* 

A student who is in the custody of a court or 
law enforcement authorities.* 

A student who is being instructed at home by a  
certified teach or under a system of home 
study pursuant to state law and State Board 
of Education rules.* 

A student who has the written approval of 
the building principal based on special family 
circumstances. 

A student to whom a current age and school 
certificate  or work permit has been issued 
pursuant to state law.* 

A  student  who  is  participating  in  an 
observance of his or her religion. 

 
Unexcused Absences 
An unexcused absence is an absence that is not 
covered by one of the foregoing exceptions, 
including: 

Leaving school or a class without 
permission of  the  teacher or 
administrator in charge. 

Not reporting to school or a class unless 
the  absence  is  excused  in  accordance 
with the schools’ policy. 
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Student Behavior To and From School 
Our school is part of a community in which our 
neighbors value their homes and yards.  To earn 
and   keep   the   goodwill   of   property   owners 
around our school, students should observe the 
following rules: 
Respect private property. 
Walk   on   sidewalks   and   use   appropriate 

crosswalks. 
Use bicycles, skateboards, skates, or scooters 

in   accordance   to   traffic   rules   and   with 
caution around parked cars. 

Always be courteous to pedestrians. 
No  loitering  (stopping  or  standing)  on  the 

way to and from school. 
 

Bus Behavior 
Riding the bus is a privilege based on a need and 
good  behavior.    Inappropriate  behavior  could 
result in the denial of this privilege.   Students 
may not ride on a bus other than the one 
assigned unless a bus pass is issued by the front 
office.  Rules of safety and conduct set by the 
driver are to be obeyed by all students. 

 
Bicycles, Skateboards, Rollerblades, Skates, 
and Scooters 
Bicycle,  scooters,  skateboards,  etc.,  should  not 
be ridden on school grounds since the sidewalks 
and  other  perimeter  areas  are  often  crowded 
with  children.  Bicycle  privileges  are 
accompanied by responsibility, 
including awareness of the rider's safety and the 
safety    of    others.    School    personnel    cannot 
monitor bicycle safety to and from school. 
It is the parents' responsibility to see that the 
student  complies  with  basic  safety  rules. 
Bicycles should be parked in the designated bike 
parking area. Locks are strongly recommended 
to protect property throughout 

the  day  when  unattended.  The  school  district 
cannot be responsible for bicycles, scooters, or 
skateboards which students ride to school. 
 
Student Valuables 
Students are responsible for the safety of their 
own  personal  property.     The  school  can  not 
guarantee the personal property of students. 
Therefore,   students   are   cautioned   not   to 
bring large sums of money or other valuable 
items to school.   Technology equipment, such 
as, music players, electronics, trendy toys, etc. 
should not be brought to school.  Students bring 
valuable items to school at their own risk.  It is 
suggested that personal items, such as school 
supplies be labeled with the student’s name. 
Students are not to bring backpacks and coats 
into the classroom. 
 
Care of School Property 
We are fortunate to have a clean and pleasant 
atmosphere in our building.     We have 
audiovisual aids, computers, textbooks, sports 
equipment, lockers, and other materials to help 
us learn.  The building and the equipment are 
here for all of us to use and care for.  Therefore, 
students who intentionally destroy or disfigure 
any  school  property/equipment  must  pay  for 
the repair or replacement of these items.  This 
intentional act will result in disciplinary action. 
 
Lockers 
Lockers are issued for the student’s convenience 
by the school district for the entire school year. 
They remain the property of the school while 
occupied by the student.   Only materials that 
pertain to school should be kept in the locker.  If 
necessary,  it  can  be  opened  for  inspection  by 
any staff member.  Periodic locker checks will be 
made to encourage the removal of accumulated 
debris. Students are to remain in the assigned 



~ 9 ~ 

Lucile Erwin Middle School 
An IB World School 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

locker unless reassigned by a staff member to a 
new locker location.    Every locker has a 
combination  lock.     It  is intended to keep 
everyone out except the student and to protect 
the student’s property.  The lock will do this only 
when the combination is kept a secret. 

 
Behavior Toward Others 
Mutual respect and good communication among 
students,   staff,   and  parents   characterize   the 
Erwin  Middle  School  community.     Mutual 
respect fosters social and academic growth, self- 
discipline,  responsibility,  and  problem-solving 
skills.   By setting clear behavior expectations, a 
safe    environment    can    be    established    that 
encourages positive behavior, raises self-esteem, 
and fosters responsibility, self-discipline, and 
cooperation.   Our school teaches and models 
caring and respect.  Appropriate and consistent 
consequence will be carried out for those who 
choose  to  overstep  the  boundaries.     The 
following  behaviors  are  unacceptable,  will  not 
be   tolerated,   and   will   result   in   disciplinary 
action: 
Rude and disrespectful toward any individual. 
Insubordination including talking-back, arguing, or 

refusing to follow directions to do class work, 
or obeying the rules. 

Disrespectful     and     inappropriate     language. 
Students are expected to learn and to model a 
language that is appropriate in a school setting. 

Intimidation   and   sexual   harassment   include 
threatening  someone  (verbally  or  in  writing), 
using  inappropriate  physical  contact,  or  using 
derogatory statements (written, verbal, or hand 
gestures). 

Dishonesty (written or verbal) 
Lying or cheating. 
Roughhousing including tripping, pushing, 

kicking, hitting, picking up other students, etc. 
Stealing. 
Fighting.   Students   who   are   having   conflicts 

should seek help from a staff member before a 
fight begins.  All parties involved in a fight will be 
disciplined. 

Tobacco, Drugs, Alcohol, Fireworks, Matches, 
Lighters, Weapons 
Use, possession, or distribution of the above 
items (including knives of any kind) in, on, or in 
sight of school property, including buses or by 
students   on   the   way  to   or   from   school,   is 
unlawful and prohibited.   Violation of this 
policy will initiate disciplinary action which may 
include suspension, recommendation for 
alternative placement, and/or notification of law 
enforcement officials. 
 
Hallways 
Students are to walk in the hallways and are not 
to    participate    in    rough-housing    behaviors. 
These behaviors cause safety hazards and may 
result in an injury.   Shouting and disruptive 
behaviors are unacceptable and interfere with 
the educational setting.  Please discard all trash 
in the containers provided.  Do not bring open 
food or drink containers into the hallways or 
classrooms.   Let’s take pride in our school by 
keeping the building free  of trash and graffiti. 
Remember: a student is permitted in the hall 
during  class  time  only  if  the  teacher  issues  a 
pass.  No student may leave a classroom without 
the teacher’s consent. 
 
Deliveries 
In order to reduce interruptions and keep our 
school   running   well   for   all,   requests   from 
parents/guardians for deliveries to students 
must be limited to medications, money, or 
messages regarding changes in after school 
student  pick-up  or  emergencies.    Please  lable 
your delivery item clearly.  Please be aware, we 
cannot guarantee your item will be delivered. 
 
Cafeteria Manners 
Students   can   create   a   lunchtime   that   is   a 
relaxing and restful time to eat and visit with 
friends if they follow these six basic rules: 
 

1.   Use quiet voices. 
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2.   Clean up after yourself. 
3.   Walk and stay calm. 
4.   Use what you know about good behavior and 

expect that of yourself and others. 
5.   Keep all food, drink on your tray. 
6.   Go outside when finished eating. 

 

Cafeteria Procedure 
Meals can be paid for in three ways: 
• online at http://www.myschoolbucks.com 

(call 613-5117 for more information); 
• prepay by check ; or 
• cash daily.  

 
The cafeteria cannot accept charges. Please 
plan ahead. 

 
Your children may qualify for free  meals or for 
reduced  price  meals.  R e m e m b e r !  F r e e  
&  R e d u c e d  F o r m s  n e e d  t o  b e  
r e s u b m i t t e d  E A C H  Y E A R  t o  
q u a l i f y .  T o  f i n d  t he  reduced  price  for 
lunch you can apply at 
https://www.applyforlunch.com/Application. 

There is no price for reduced-lunch breakfast. 

 
School    Athletic    Events,    Assemblies,    and 
Performances 
Students are encouraged to attend school 
activities and contests.   Whenever attending an 
athletic event, whether as a participant or a 
spectator, the student is asked to observe these 
rules of good sportsmanship at all times: 
Consider all opponents as guests. 
Accept   all   decisions   of   officials   without 

complaint. 
Never  hiss,  boo,  or  use  offensive  language 

toward players, coaches, officials, or visitors. 
Play fairly according to the rules of the game. 
Erwin   wants   to   be   known   for   its   good 
sportsmanship. 
When attending assemblies, performances, etc., 
please behave in an appropriate manner.  
 
Acceptable Behavior: 

Sit still and quietly. 

Give the presenter your attention. 

Participate in an appropriate manner. 
Keep hands and feet to yourself. 
Applaud and give positive feedback to 

participants. 
 
Emergency Drills 
Emergency drills are to ensure the safety of all 
individuals.  When an alarm is sounded, proceed 
outside   quickly   and   quietly   in   an   orderly 
meaner.  This is very important so that everyone 
will be able to hear the emergency instructions. 
To turn in a false alarm is a violation of city 
and state law.  A student who activates a false 
alarm will be apprehended and will receive 
appropriate   disciplinary   measures,   which 
may   include   suspension,   recommendation 
for alternative placement, and notification of 
law enforcement officials. 
 
Health Services 
A  RN  or  health  aide  will  be  available  in  the 
health office for minor illnesses, health concerns, 
and emergency situations.  Except in the case of 
an emergency students must have a pass from a 
teacher before being allowed in the health office. 
An early dismissal slip must be obtained from 
the health office before a student with an illness 
of injury is allowed to leave the building. 
MEDICATIONS:  The health  office  cannot 
dispense medication of any kind without written 
physician and parent permission.  In the case of 
prescription  medications, the labeled 
prescription  bottle  indicates  written  physician 
permission. The  medication  must  be  in  the 
prescription bottle and be accompanied by the 
district “Permission for Medication” form with 
the required physician and parent signatures. 
 
 
 
IMMUNIZATIONS:  Colorado law requires all 7th 

and 8th grade students to have a second measles, 

http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
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mumps, and rubella (mmr) as well as the 
hepatitis b series.  Please be sure 
immunizations are up-to-date before the start 
of school.  If you have questions, please contact 
the health office. 

PHYSICALS:   The district strongly encourages 
physical examinations for all students in grades 
kindergarten, 4, 7, 9. All students participating 
in athletics are required to have a physical 
before they participate.  It is also required that 
all students in athletics have proof of insurance. 

 

Insurance 
Student insurance is available for all students at 
a nominal cost.  The school is only a medium in 
supplying the insurance materials and assumes 
no liability for subsequent negotiations with the 
company. 

 
Physical Education 
Physical education is a part of the total middle 
school experience.  Physical activity and exercise 
are vital in order for adolescents to learn.   If a 
student is well enough to attend school, he/she 
will participate in PE.  The only exceptions are: 
1.   Following an illness, the teacher will honor a 

written  request  from  the  parent  to  excuse 
the student for three days. 

2.   A written statement from a doctor excusing 
the student from PE for medical reasons. 

3.   Special exceptions for attendance to PE can 
be made by the Administration. 

 
Exceptional Student Services 
There are many services available to students 
with special needs.  Special educators serve 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade students who have been 
identified through staffing procedures.  Students 
may receive support in the regular classroom as 
well as individual and small group instruction in 
the  resource  room.    Students  with  significant 
Or view our activities guide here. 

delays in learning are serviced through the pre- 
vocational program where students are 
mainstreamed into the regular classroom with 
support and modifications.  This program may 
also provide instruction in living skills and work 
experience.    The Speech/Language Program 
serves  students  with  special  needs  in 
articulation,   fluency,   voice   and/or   language. 
ELA services students who speak English as a 
second language.   Talented and Gifted activities 
provide opportunities for those students to 
expand their talents. 
 
Guidance and Counseling 
School and community educators work 
cooperatively with the staff, the Director of 
Student Activities, and Student Health   Services 
to enhance the educational process for students, 
parents, and staff.   They work directly with 
students in the classroom, in facilitating small 
group sessions, and in doing a limited amount of 
counseling.  They also serve as a resource for 
parents when the service is requested.   The 
school/community  educators  support  students 
in all aspects of their personal and educational 
lives, in successful and positive transitions to 
middle school, and in conjunction with staff 
members should extraordinary or difficult 
situations for students arise. 
 
Student Activities 
In keeping with the middle school philosophy, a 
variety of activities are offered to our students. 
Watch for announcements for dates and times! 

http://fc.thompson.k12.co.us/~emscounseling/PDFs/Activities%26Clubs.pdf
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Communication is the key to a successful year.   Information can be obtained in a variety of 
ways.  Due to increased postage rates and in an effort to ‘go green’ as well as move into the 21st century, 

Erwin will be transitioning to a paperless system for the reporting of grades, student schedules, discipline 

and attendance. Therefore, information may only be available via the Campus Portal website. 

 
Report card- printed 1st-3rd quarter handed out in class to be brought home. 
Monthly Online Newsletters 

Parent-teacher Conferences (2/year) 
Contacting the teacher directly through the voice mail or email 

Infinite Campus Parent Portal and Messenger 
Notes to and from school via the student agenda book 

Daily announcements (available online) 
Bulletin boards/displays 

Attending meetings of school organizations 

 
School Closures or Early Dismissals 
If the school schedule is changed for inclement weather, emergency or other situation, announcements 
will be made on the following: 

Thompson School District website at http://www.thompsonschools.org 
Thompson School District School Closure Line at 613-6788 
Thompson School District Transportation Hotline at 613-5192 

Thompson School District Website or Facebook Page 

Please listen or watch: 
KOA (85 AM) 
KLMO (1060 AM) 
KCOL (600 AM) 
KTRR TRI 102 (102.5 FM) 

KCNC Channel 4 
KMGH Channel 7 
KUSA Channel 9 

 
Campus is open from 7:00am until 3:00pm Monday-Friday unless there is a scheduled out or weather related 

out.  Students on campus outside of this time should be with an adult or attending a supervised club or activity 

meeting. We are unable to provide supervision before 7am or after 3pm. Breakfast is served from 6:45AM-7:15 

students must come in and eat during that time. All Students will stay outside in the mornings and at lunch if 

the temperature is 15° or above until the first bell rings at 7:18AM. 

 
Note: 
Please see the Thompson School District website for additional information regarding policies and 

procedures. http://thompson.k12.co.us/ 
Please see the Lucile Erwin Middle School website for additional information regarding policies and 

procedures. http://fc.thompson.k12.co.us/~ems/ 
Please see either website for information related to bullying/harassment. 

http://www.thompsonschools.org/
http://thompson.k12.co.us/
http://fc.thompson.k12.co.us/~ems/
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Erwin Middle School is very proud of its student population.  Students shall be well-groomed, and 
clothing should be neat and clean at all times. The responsibility for dress and grooming rests 
primarily with the student and his/her parents.  However, staff will encourage appropriate dress and 
grooming and help students learn what is appropriate to wear, when, and where. 

 
Traditionally hats are removed when someone enters a building.  This was a sign of respect and 
considered good manners.  Here at Erwin we remove our hats from the time we enter the building in 
the morning to the time classes are over for the day to show our respect for the learning that takes 
place within these walls.  Thank you for not wearing your hats. 

 
Prohibited Dress 
Any form of dress or hairstyle which is considered: 
Contrary to good hygiene 

Distractive or disruptive 

Derogatory to either gender 

Detrimental to the purpose of school 
 

Any type of dress or action which includes: 
Gang membership or affiliation by written communication, whistling, hand signs, language, 

recruitment, posturing, tattoos, hair or eyebrow cuts, drawing, painting or design upon any school 
or personal property 

Any clothing or actions which lead staff to reasonably believe that such apparel or action is gang 
related and would disrupt or interfere with the school environment and/or educational objectives 
(This can include paraphernalia, displaying colors, directional – north, south, east, west – clothing, 
displaying numbers – especially 13, 14, 18 or combinations of those, rolled pant legs or sleeves, 
and anything related to ICP or other individuals/groups with known/pervasive gang 
symbolism/actions) 

 
Any style of dress and unreasonable body exposure such as: 
Tube tops, spaghetti straps, T-backs, halter tops 

Short shorts or skirts 

Low cut blouses, see-through blouses 

Half shirts/cropped tops, net shirts 
Shirts, pants, sweats, shorts or jeans with holes that create an inappropriate appearance or that 

are distracting 
No stomachs, backs, breasts, buttocks, or underwear may be visible at any time. 
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Any items of clothing including: 
Hats, jewelry, and apparel that advocate, advertise, or promote the use of controlled substances 

such as alcohol, drugs, or tobacco 
Anything sexually suggestive in nature 

Clothing that exhibits vulgar, obscene or crude language 
Clothing or any item that is offensive or supports violence Shoes and footwear are required at all 

times. 
Undergarments will not show, including tank tops or undershirts 

Pants must fit at the waist without the aid of a belt/NO SAGGING! 

Students should dress for extracurricular activities with similar guidelines as in school. 
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Consequences for Dress Code Violations 
The administration reserves the right to determine whether clothing is distracting, indecent, or 
inappropriate to wear in the school environment.  Violations of the dress code are subject to 
disciplinary action.  The discipline measures taken will be based upon the degree and frequency of 
violations. 
All staff members will enforce the dress code.  This dress code will be enforced beginning first period 
and for the entire school day. 
Students wearing unacceptable apparel will be asked to change, cover their clothing, or have parents 
bring a change of clothing. Erwin spirit wear will be available in the office for students in violation of 
the dress code to wear and borrow for one day. 

 
Continual violations of the dress code will result in parent conferences and the possibility of the 
student’s removal from school. 

 
The following articles will not be allowed: 
Hats, bandanas, or sunglasses 

Chains hanging from pockets 

Spiked belts or neck collars 

Pajamas and slippers 

Coats and backpacks in classrooms 

Pagers, electronic games, laser pointers 
 
 
 
 

Thompson School District is an equal opportunity educational institution and will not discriminate on the basis of race, colo r, national 
origin, gender, and disability in its activities, programs, or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504.  For 
information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures, contact the Executive Director of Human Resources, 800 S. Taft Av enue, 
Loveland, CO 80537, (970) 613-5000 or the Office of Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Region VIII, Federal Office Building, 
1244 North Speer Boulevard, Site 310, Denver, Colorado 80204, (303) 844-5695. 
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In order to take advantage of current technology trends, teachers at Lucile Erwin Middle School may allow 

students to use their personal electronic devices, such as iPods, iPads, readers, and cell phones, in classroom 

situations where those devices improve the learning environment. It is up to the individual teacher to decide 

when and how those devices are to be used. It is also up to the individual teacher to decide if devices will be 

collected during instructional periods of time, with students only retrieving them when instructed to do so, 

and/or at the end of the class period.  

 As with any use of electronics, if a student misuses the device, teachers will confiscate the device. For a first 

offense, a student will need to retrieve the device from the teacher at the end of the school day. For second 

offenses and beyond, parents will need to retrieve the device from the teacher. Misuse of personal electronic 

devices includes using it when not permitted to do so, and inappropriate use even when devices are allowed. 

During instructional periods of time, students may only use devices when teachers explicitly give directions 

to do so. Students are allowed to use devices at any time during passing periods and/or lunch.   

 

It  is  the  student’s  choice  to  bring  personal  electronic  devices  to  school,  and  Lucile  Erwin 
Middle School accepts NO RESPONSIBILITY should any of these devices be damaged, lost, or 
stolen. 
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Great Short Answer 

Basic Paragraph Checklist 
and Scoring Guide 

 
Helpful Scoring Questions 

 
A Great Short Answer (GSA) 
can be one sentence, or as long 
as a short paragraph. 

 

 
 

A Great Short Answer: 
1.   Restates the question or 

prompt. 

 
2.   Is Correct: 
Is supported with evidence 
Uses required vocabulary 

 
3.   Uses complete Sentences. 

 
Uses correct capitalization 

Uses correct punctuation 

 
Organization 
topic sentence 

follows a logical order 
concluding sentence 

 

 
 

Content / Ideas 
addresses all parts of the 

prompt 
include relevant reasons, 

details, and facts to support 
topic 

 

 
 

Word Choice / Vocabulary 
required vocabulary used 

correctly 
 

 
 

Conventions 
paragraph indented 

few errors in CUPS 

 
Other Assigned Requirements 
included in paragraph 

 
Organization 
Does the topic sentence clearly state 

the topic? 
Does the paragraph flow in an order 

that makes sense? Can you follow 
along without feeling lost or confused? 

Does it come to a satisfying ending? 

 
Content / Ideas 
Does the paragraph discuss all 

parts of the prompt? 
Does it contain enough 

information or description to show 
the intended learning? 

 
Word Choice / Vocabulary 
Does the student use the required 

unit/subject vocabulary works 
correctly? 

 
Conventions 
Do errors in capitalization, usage, 

punctuation, and spelling interfere 
with the meaning? 

 
Other Assigned requirements 
* Teacher requirements for the 
assignment relevant to content 
learning. 

2 Minute Editing 
Check your  paper for CUPS 

C = capitalization 
U = usage of words 
P = punctuation 
S = spelling 
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MLA Sample Bibliography 
 

Books and Pamphlets: 
Example:  Brown, Michael. Facts about Cold-Blooded Animals. New York: Facts on File, 1998. 

 
*If there is more than one author (co-author), use the following: 
First author’s last name, First author’s first name, and Second author’s first name and last name. 
Example:  Brown, Michael and James Fisk. 

 
Encyclopedia Signed Article: 
Example: Wilson, Harold. “Lizards of the World.”  World Book.  27 ed.1997. 

 
Encyclopedia Unsigned Article: 
Example: “Tiger.”  Comp ton’s  . 27 ed. 
1997. 

 

Encyclopedia (CD-ROM): 
Example: Wilson, Harold. “Lizards of the World.”  World book. CD-ROM. 8 ed. 2000. 

 
Magazines and Newspapers: 
Example: Chadwick, Douglas H. “Dead or alive.”  National Geographic March 1997: 2-41. 

 
Video: 
Example:   States of Matter. Dir. Frank Mills. Perf. Bill Nye. 2001. video cassette. Disney, 2002. 

 
World Wide Web (www) Sites: 
To cite files available for viewing/downloading on the World Wide Web by means of Netscape, or 
other Web browsers, provide the following information: 

 
The author’s name (if known) 
The title of the page in quotes 
The name of the website underlined 
The date of publication or the last revision 
Organization 
The date you read this article 
The full address (URL) enclosed with angle brackets<  > 

 
Example:  "Australia." The World Factbook. 15 April 2008. Central Intelligence Agency. 16 Apr 2008 

<https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/as.html>. 
 

Interview: 
Example: Williamson, Thomas.  Personal Interview. 02 Nov. 2004. 

http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/as.html
http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/as.html
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SCIENTIFIC METHOD 
 

PIGS STEP 1 - PROBLEM - THIS IS THE QUESTION YOU WANT TO ANSWER. 
EXAMPLE:  What fertilizer will grow a poinsettia plant to the tallest height? 

 
IN STEP 2 - INFORMATION - GATHERING RESEARCH TO LEARN BACKGROUND 

INFORMATION. 
Read and record information on such topics as plant growth, fertilizers, poinsettia plants. 

 
HAWAII STEP 3 - HYPOTHESIS - “EDUCATED GUESS” Can be an “if…, then statement.” 

Be specific (state your best “guess” as to the answer to Step 1 question). 
 

EAT STEP 4 - EXPERIMENT - TEST YOUR HYPOTHESIS BY USING A STEP-BY-STEP 
PROCESS. 
1)  In your write up, explain the steps so clearly that someone could repeat your 
experiment from your directions. 
2) To design your experimental plan set up two test groups. (Note: Some types of 
experiments do not have a control group). 

 
TEST 

GROUPS 
 

 

Experimental 
Group(s) 

 
This is where you introduce 
the one variable you are 
testing (Example: types of 
fertilizer put in the different 
pots you are testing). 

 
 
 
 

Controlled Variables 
 
Remember, all other possible 
Variables are kept the same. 
(Ex. Water amount, sun, 
fertilizer amount and soil are 
the same for each group.) 

Control Group 
 
Your standard for 
comparison (example: 
no fertilizer added in 
pot). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RAW STEP 5 - RESULTS - RECORD THE FACTS WE LEARNED 
FROM EXPERIMENTING (data tables and graphs are useful.) 

 
CORN STEP 6 - A CONCLUSION 

 
Types of fertilizer 

 

A conclusion is a summary of an experiment.  Someone who reads only the conclusion section of your 
report should be able to completely understand your experiment. The summary should give your 
results, describe what those findings mean, and suggest new questions that should be investigated. 
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You should avoid using “I” statements in your writing.  Use phrases like “the data indicates …” 
(A good conclusion can be written by answering six questions) 
1.   What was the purpose of the experiment? (Restate the Step 1 “problem” question). 
2.   What were the major findings? (make a statement that tells what the answer to the problem question is, and give data examples). 
3.   Was your hypothesis supported by the data? 
4.   How did your findings compare with other research or with information in the textbook? (Optional) 

5.    What possible explanations can you give for the findings? 
6.   What recommendations do you have for further study and for improving the experiment? 

 
What is VARIABLE? 
There are actually three types: dependent, independent and controlled variables. It is important to test only 
ONE variable at a time, and to keep all other things the same (in other words, they are controlled). (Read Step 
#1 question to figure out the variables). 

 
What is the INDEPENDENT VARIABLE? 
This is the variable you change on purpose: it is also called the manipulated variable. 
Example: We changed the kind of fertilizer on purpose (graph on the x-axis). 

 

What is the DEPENDENT VARIABLE? 
This is the variable that you measure or observe a change in as a result of changing the independent  variable: 
it is also called the responding variable. 
Example: We measure a change in height of our poinsettia plants (graph on the y-axis). 

 

What is a CONTROLLED VARIABLE? (Controlled variables and constants refer to the same thing.) 
Characteristics in an experiment that are kept unchanged in all trials are controlled variables. 
Example: Amount of water, sunlight, soil types, amount of fertilizer (sometimes this is called controlling your 
variables). 

 
What is a CONTROL? 
The control in an experiment is the standard for comparison, in which no variable is introduced. 
Example: No fertilizer is added to one poinsettia planting so you can compare the fertilized pots to this 
unfertilized one.    Note: Not every experiment has a control, many will. 

 
What is the HYPOTHESIS? 
This is an educated guess about how changing the independent variable will affect the dependent variable. 
Example: If fertilizer is added to poinsettia plants, then Pat’s Essentials Fertilizer will grow the poinsettia plant 
the highest, followed by Bill’s and Jack’s. 

 
What are TRIALS? 
Trials are the number of times an experiment is repeated for each level or value, of the independent variable. 
More trials conducted will produce more reliable the results. To be considered dependable you should do a 
minimum of 5 trials.  Example: This is one trial, do at least 4 more for valid results. 
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Ti mesTable - 12x12 
 

 
1  - 
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5 
 

6 
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9 
 

10 
 

1 
 

121 

I 1 2 3  4 5  6 7 8  9  lO 1!1 12 
 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 

3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 

4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48 

5 10 15 20 25 30 

 

35 40 45 

 

50 

 

55 

 

60 

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 72 

7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70 77 84 

8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 

9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90 99 108 

10 20 

 

30 40 so 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 

1 11 22 33 44 55 66 77 88 99 110 121 132 

12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 108 120 132 144 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


